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Guardrails Action launched this summer amid calls from countless people 
from all walks of life who wanted to prevent the AI industry from buying 
our elections and scaring off any sensible discussion on common sense AI 
policy. In fact, at the time of our launch, 69% of voters said AI development 
should not be left to a handful of tech companies, while 65% said the 
government had done “too little” to regulate AI, including 77% of 
Democrats, 72% of independents, and 53% of Republicans. Since then the 
backlash to Big AI’s power grab has only grown. However, awareness of 
Big AI’s political tactics — to buy the Congress they want through the $140 
million super PAC Leading the Future — is lagging, especially as they 
attempt to rehab their public strategy and image. In response to this 
critical gap, and as we face one of the most consequential elections in 
modern history, please see the below background memo on Leading the 
Future and its elections strategy.

What is Leading the Future?

Leading the Future (LTF) is a corporate-backed super PAC funded by Trump-aligned, 
AI billionaires — including OpenAI President Greg Brockman, Andreessen Horowitz 
partner Marc Andreessen, and Palantir co-founder Joe Lonsdale1 — that is aggressively 
committed to opposing any common sense regulations on this unprecedented 
technology2. To date, the super PAC has raised $140M for this election cycle3 and has 
spent over $25M in Democratic and Republican primaries4 to support candidates they 
view as anti-regulation, oppose candidates they view as pro-regulation, and scare off 
any legitimate discussion about sensible AI policy.

Its anti-regulation fearmongering has made LTF one of the largest single-issue super 
PACs in modern history, despite the fact that their agenda has proven to be wildly 
unpopular with voters and communities across the country. LTF first gained significant 
attention for their spending frenzy in NY-12’s Congressional primary earlier this 
summer — dropping over $8 million against Democratic candidate Alex Bores, the 
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author of New York state’s AI regulation bill. While LTF had hoped to make an example 
out of Bores, their outsized, dark money spending largely backfired with voters and left 
Leading the Future scrambling to fix their image and repackage their strategy5.

Since NY-12 and with growing unease among OpenAI employees about Leading the 
Future, OpenAI has tried to distance itself from the PAC, claiming, “we certainly 
weren’t so much into the tactics … that Super PAC is an independent thing that runs 
on its own.”6 However, OpenAI President Greg Brockman remains a major funder of 
Leading the Future and OpenAI Chief Global Affairs Officer Chris Lehane played a 
significant role in its establishment7.

In Leading the Future’s own words, the super PAC is a “national political operation 
committed to ensuring the United States leads the world in AI innovation, 
development, and governance. LTF's mission is to ensure the United States remains 
the global leader in AI by advancing a clear, high-level policy agenda at the federal 
and state levels and serving as the political and policy center of gravity for the AI 
industry.”

LTF’s real goal however — according to Politico Magazine’s article titled, “Big Tech’s 
Money Men Don’t Care About the Backlash” — is not to listen to the people or the 
voters, but instead to “reshape the politics of AI and marginalize the technology’s 
skeptics and its industry opponents.”

Who is behind it?

Leading the Future is supported and funded by a small group of AI executives and 
companies that includes:

Greg Brockman, the President of OpenAI, and his wife Anna Brockman. Greg 
Brockman is also a major donor to MAGA Inc., one of Donald Trump’s super 
PACs.
Marc Andreessen, co-founder of venture capital firm a16z. Andreessen is also 
a prominent right-wing donor and was appointed by Trump as an AI adviser to 
the Federal Reserve.
Ben Horowitz, also a co-founder of a16z.
Joe Lonsdale, co-founder of Palantir, which has provided much of the 
surveillance technology used by the Trump administration to carry out its 
deportation agenda.
Corporate contributions from a16z and Perplexity AI.

So far, they have raised $140 million towards LTF’s efforts to influence the 2026 
midterm elections.

Leading the Future is led by Zac Moffatt, a Republican strategist who also serves as 
the CEO of Targeted Victory, and Josh Vlasto, a Democratic strategist who formerly 
served as Press Secretary to Sen. Chuck Schumer and Chief of Staff to former New 
York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, and who helped defend the former governor as he faced the 
sexual harassment allegations that led to his resignation. Vlasto, along with OpenAI 
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Chief Global Affairs Officer Chris Lehane, was also behind the cryptocurrency 
industry’s super PAC in 2024, which spent millions to defeat Ohio Sen. Sherrod Brown.

The consultants who produce their work are unclear. The vast majority of their 
expenditures are made to Lantern Production Consultants and Summit Ridge Media 
Group, two LLCs recently founded in Nevada that have no other presence online. A 
complaint was recently filed with the FEC alleging that these are pass-through shell 
companies.

How do they operate?

Leading the Future funds both a Democratic-facing entity, Think Big, and a 
Republican-facing entity, American Mission, to spend money in both Democratic and 
Republican primaries. Since the fallout from their efforts in NY-12, Leading the Future 
has mostly stayed out of competitive primaries and supported candidates who were 
clear front-runners or incumbents with nominal opposition.

In NY-12’s June 2026 primary, they spent nearly $8M opposing Alex Bores, who 
finished 4.1 points behind the winner, Micah Lasher. Their spending was intended to 
create a chilling effect where candidates and lawmakers would be afraid to support AI 
regulations. Instead, their spending created enormous backlash and they have not 
engaged in a competitive race since then.

Big AI’s lobbying blitz

In addition to their super PAC efforts, as of May 2026 Big Tech and their allies have 
spent $1.3 billion on lobbying since 2020, including:

$445 million from Google, Meta, Amazon, Microsoft, OpenAI, Apple, and 
Anthropic
$930 million from Chamber of Commerce, Business Roundtable, and trade 
associations like CTIA, CTA, Chamber of Progress, etc.
OpenAI nearly doubled its federal lobbying to a record $2.22 million in the first 
half of 2026.
In May, OpenAI established its first lobbying office in Washington, D.C. called 
the Workshop — just blocks from the White House.
According to a watchdog analysis, 25% of the 13,000 federal lobbyists in D.C. 
are involved in AI issues — a marked jump from 2023.

Think Big (Democratic entity)

In total, Think Big has engaged in 15 Democratic primaries, primarily supporting 
Democratic incumbents facing weak opposition, spending a total of $17,125,010.36 
(total as of 8/25/26).

3



G U A R D R A I L S  A C T I O N Leading the Future — Background Memo

Races in which they have opposed rather than supported the listed candidate are noted 
with an asterisk.

•  Ritchie Torres (NY-15) •  Ben McAdams (UT-1)
•  Marilyn Strickland (WA-10) •  Jesse Jackson, Jr. (IL-2)
•  Greg Stanton (AZ-4) •  Valerie Hoyle (OR-4)
•  Jimmy Panetta (CA-19) •  Yvette Clarke (NY-9)
•  Joseph Morelle (NY-25) •  Alex Bores (NY-12)*
•  Robert Menendez (NJ-8) •  Melissa Bean (IL-8)
•  Jared Moskowitz (FL-23) •  Jeremy Moss (MI-11)
•  Dan Koh (MA-6)

Leading the Future has also endorsed nine Democratic incumbents who they did not 
support with independent expenditures: Sam Liccardo (CA-16), Josh Gottheimer (NJ-5), 
Jimmy Gomez (CA-34), Tom Suozzi (NY-3), Eric Sorensen (IL-17), Joyce Beatty (OH-3), 
Herb Conaway (NJ-3), Emilia Sykes (OH-13) and Suhas Subramanyam (VA-10)8 9 10.

American Mission (Republican entity)

In total, American Mission has engaged in 22 Republican primaries, supporting clear 
front-runners in open primaries (i.e. with no incumbent running), spending a total of 
$10,853,994.82 (total as of 8/25/26).

The candidates they have supported are (American Mission has not yet opposed any 
candidates):

•  Jace Yarbrough (TX-32) •  Lindsey Graham (SC-Sen)
•  Jessica Steinmann (TX-8) •  Chris Gober (TX-10)
•  Tom Sell (TX-19) •  Johnny Garrett (TX-6)
•  Jay Obernolte (CA-23) •  Houston Gaines (GA-10)
•  Barry Moore (AL-Sen) •  Clay Fuller (GA-14)
•  Amanda McKinney (WA-4) •  Aaron Flint (MT-1)
•  Chris McGowan (IA-4) •  Jay Feely (AZ-1)
•  Julia Letlow (LA-Sen) •  Laurie Buckhout (NC-1)
•  James Kingston (GA-1) •  Andy Barr (KY-Sen)
•  Kevin Hern (OK-Sen) •  Kurt Alme (MT-Sen)
•  Harriet Hageman (WY-Sen) •  Darline Graham (SC-Sen)

How are candidates and electeds responding?

In at least one of the Democratic primaries where Leading the Future has spent 
so far, the candidate signaled their openness to accept financial support from 
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the AI industry. As outlined in this New York Times piece, Jesse Jackson, Jr. — 
ahead of the Illinois primary in March — wrote an opinion piece about the 
potential for AI to improve the caregiving industry. Two weeks later, Leading 
the Future announced plans to spend $1.1 million on his behalf.
One incumbent they endorsed, Oregon Congresswoman Val Hoyle, initially 
responded with a criticism of Leading the Future’s policy agenda when asked 
about their support and indicated she had not pursued their endorsement. 
Shortly after that reporter reached out to Leading the Future about Hoyle’s 
statement, Hoyle’s office responded by a different statement far less critical of 
their agenda.
In New York’s 12th Congressional District where Leading the Future spent 
nearly $8 million opposing Alex Bores, Bores made their spending central to his 
campaign’s messaging and was covered extensively in the press as a candidate 
willing to regulate AI who is opposed by AI executives. He has also used the 
press attention around Leading the Future to announce his own policies on AI 
regulation. Micah Lasher — a strong supporter of AI regulations who has also 
been critical of Leading the Future — ultimately won the race.

Meet the Congressional Candidate in the AI Industry's Crosshairs   (Vanity 
Fair)
Silicon Valley Is Spending Millions to Stop One of Its Own   (WIRED)
The Campaign to Take Down Alex Bores Is Just the Beginning   (Politico)
The New York Congressional Race Turning Into a Bitter AI War   (WSJ)
Exclusive: Alex Bores rolls out “AI dividend” plan to share AI wealth   
(Axios)

How is Democratic leadership responding to Leading the Future?

Reporting indicates that Democratic leadership and party officials have cautioned 
candidates about taking an oppositional stance to Leading the Future and other AI 
industry PACs. According to reporting in the Financial Times:

“Democrats planning to run in November’s midterm elections have been advised 
not to antagonise pro-AI campaign groups that have amassed almost $300mn to 
fight for the industry’s priorities. The warnings by top party consultants, 
corroborated by people close to four different campaigns and party strategists 
speaking on the condition of anonymity, come despite internal polling for 
Democrats showing widespread public support for tougher AI rules.”
“But most Democrats currently in Congress have trodden a more careful line. 
Minority leader Hakeem Jeffries last year appointed mostly moderate, pro-business 
members as co-chairs of the House Democratic Commission on AI, which is 
supposed to help the party develop policy. Last week, Leading the Future threw its 
weight behind five moderate House Democrats, including one of the Jeffries 
committee co-chairs. Two others backed by the Pac are members of a group that 
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last year published an AI plan that pledged to ‘empower innovation’ and called for 
‘collaboration with industry and developers’.”

Key takeaways: Leading the Future

A small group of unaccountable AI billionaires is spending over $100 million 
to manipulate our elections and buy a hand-picked Congress that will let 
them build and control an AI future that benefits them, not the People — no 
matter the risk or cost.
The same billionaires who want to take your jobs, prey on your kids, hoard 
your data, and build data centers in your communities are also spending 
money to control who represents you in Congress.
The same donors behind this AI super PAC are also giving tens of millions of 
dollars to Donald Trump and the MAGA movement.
Leading the Future is a super PAC funded by one of Donald Trump’s biggest 
donors and co-founder of Palantir — which supplies Trump’s war machine 
and ICE agents with predatory surveillance technology.

Key takeaways: We can’t let Big AI and Leading the Future scare us into 
silence

Artificial intelligence has advanced substantially in the past few years and the risk it 
poses to society is greater than ever and increasing by the day. While it might not be 
able to do everything that AI CEOs claim it is capable of right now, it is very real and 
becoming a more and more powerful technology. Many people feel that artificial 
intelligence is complex and technical and that they do not have the expertise to talk 
about it intelligently. But regulating AI is not just about technical policy issues like 
frontier model auditing and export controls. It’s also about who controls this powerful 
technology. Even if you are not yet equipped to talk about the technical side of 
AI policy, advocates and elected officials should be speaking out in favor of 
democratic control of AI and standing up against the AI billionaires who are 
buying influence in government and elections so that they can minimize 
regulations on their own industry.

Speak from the heart and share your own fears and perspectives about 
what is happening with AI. Many Americans use AI tools in their personal and 
professional lives and have benefited from some form of AI. But they are anxious 
about the direction this technology is headed, the lack of regulations around AI, 
and who currently controls its development. It’s important as a starting point to 
let people know you share their concerns, whether they are around data 
centers, data privacy, surveillance, job loss, or child safety. The specific 
concerns you talk about are less important than letting people know you 
understand their anxieties and that they are not crazy for feeling them.
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Tell specific stories. Whether you talk about data centers or job loss or child 
safety is less important than telling compelling narratives about the specific 
harms you are concerned about. Do not rely on checklists of all the various 
concerns people have about AI, but instead lift up specific stories you are 
hearing from people in your community or from your own experience. Instead of 
talking about abstract concerns around child safety, tell the stories of parents 
you have spoken with and how AI is affecting their children. Instead of talking 
generally about job loss, talk about specific employers in your state and how AI 
is impacting their employees.
Don’t be afraid to name who we are up against. People have diverse 
opinions on AI but one thing the vast majority of people agree on is that a small 
group of unaccountable billionaires in Silicon Valley should not be the only ones 
who have a say in how this technology is developed. These billionaires are 
spending unprecedented amounts of money on super PACs and lobbying and 
Americans should be aware of these efforts to influence our government. People 
like Sam Altman, Mark Zuckerberg, Jeff Bezos and Peter Thiel are deeply out of 
touch with ordinary Americans and we should be lifting them up as the face of 
this industry so that AI isn’t just some faceless, nebulous concept. For 
Democratic audiences, you should also be explaining the connections between 
these AI oligarchs and the Trump administration, and that the same people 
funding Leading the Future are also some of MAGA’s biggest donors.
Do not rely solely on polling for guidance. Public opinion on AI is continuing 
to sour as concerns about the lack of AI regulations and the people who control 
it continue to increase. There is an enormous opportunity to shape public 
opinion and advocates and elected officials should be leading on this issue and 
educating the public about the consolidation of political and economic power 
among a small group of tech executives and companies. Polling is a useful tool 
to understand where public opinion is, but should not be your only guide in 
talking about this issue.
Bring everything back to political influence and concentrated economic 
power. Everyone has their own concerns about AI, but the common thread is 
that a small group of billionaires are attempting to write the rules of the road by 
buying political influence so that they can collect your data, take your job, and 
build data centers in your community. Corporate influence and money in politics 
is as salient an issue as it has ever been and has broad bipartisan appeal, and 
you should be centering the ways in which the AI industry is trying to influence 
people’s votes and elected representatives.

AI CEOs in their own words:

Some of the strongest arguments for regulating AI come from the executives running 
AI companies. Here are a few quotes from AI CEOs:

OpenAI CEO Sam Altman: “In the next 6 months, we're close to a world where a 
descendant of ChatGPT can watch your screen, record every meeting and call, and 
have perfect context of your whole life.”  (Link)
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“I think AI will … most likely sort of lead to the end of the world, but in the 
meantime there will be great companies created with serious machine learning.”  
(Link)

“I do guess that a lot of the world gets covered in data centers over time.”  (Link)

“I think it's weird when people think it's like a big dunk that I say, I'm a little bit 
afraid. And I think it'd be crazy not to be a little bit afraid, and I empathize with 
people who are a lot afraid.”  (Link)

Tesla CEO Elon Musk: “I think there's some chance that it will end humanity. I 
probably agree with Geoff Hinton that it's about 10% or 20% or something like that.  
I think that the probable positive scenario outweighs the negative scenario.”  (Link)

DeepMind co-founder Mustafa Suleyman: “AI is a fundamentally labor replacing tool”  
(Link)

W E  L E A V E  Y O U  W I T H  T H I S

You do not have to take our word that AI may lead to mass surveillance and 
job loss at best, and the destruction of humanity at worst. This is what the 
tech executives who are building AI are telling us it will do. It is time we 
took them seriously and treated Big AI’s power grab as what it is: One of 
the most urgent and serious issues of our time.
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